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Binfuel standard for wide-
spread uses In the markeiplace,
The non=profit corporatlon,
founded in 2002 to fund and
promote the growing nesed [or
alternative energy ressardlo
dl:l.'n'lnpmrnl: in I'ﬁ'l.ll.'hlgal:l.
rpeneed] e Matinnal Biohael B
ergy Lal in Llues Tl coff 24MFE ey
o 2 million grivnt from tlee LS,
Mepartment of Energy. The wl-
tlinale Hl:ml i buatlcling 1he lab
wins bo develop a national fuel
specilication for B2 biocdiesel
blends for automablile manu-
facturers wha are putting their
resources into the productien
of diesel-powered wehicles.
The March 12 meeting (titled
the NextEnergy Bindiesel Fuel
Summit], which NextEnecrgy
CEDQ Jim Croce described az a
“who's who of the bioiuel in-
dustry,” not only served as a
forum for MextEnergy to reporl
their year's worth of research,
but alse provided aliernative
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Solar Energy Prugram to Benefit Uni-Solar, Dow

-
et T

By Gerald Scott
=taff Reporter

n March &, the sun shined
brightly on the fledgling Metro
Detroit solar energy Industry
That's both literally and flgura-
tively speaking  This Is be-
caus? that Thursday was a
much-waleomed sunshiney day
ovidoora.  And indoors, gl
Untted Solar Owonic (Uni-Solar)
I Auburn Hills, 11 also shined
brightly bacaiise the LL5. De
pariiment of Energy launchesd a

UMI-SOLAR EXECUTIVE Slan
Owshinaky, lett. takes Assistant
Sacretary of Energy Alezznder
Fargaer on & loui ol the solai
cell plart,

—Fhoio! Bruce & Pollock

major national solar energy
program there called the Solar
America Initative (A6

The DOE Initiative invests
some major Eax dellars inte 13
promising commercial solar
projects nationwide, a program
that inwalves two Michigan
companies — Unl-Solar and Dow
Chemleal based in Midland. Ex-
scutives lrom these companias
gathered a1 the Solar Ovonic
anlar cell manufacturing plam
across, from the Falace of
Auburn Hills te annnenee 1the
initiative together with DOHE As
siztant Secretlary tor Energy Ed-
ticiency and Reaewahle Energy,
Mlecander Karsner

“We mrpect solar technology

Fl=ase see py. T *=

pboss Lets Users Display Vehicles from Any Angle

35 W1 cradlies o Shelby GT-500 Musling on display
fotor Co.world headguarters in Dearborn last Sops
ef duty version of the auto display ramp, the W2,

1 Fabruary.

By Irena Granaas
Stall Repurter

Todd Stomey feels he has
what auto dealerships ieed Lo
enhiance the “curb appeal” of
anv product they put on dis-
play. Invented bw an Australian
who speciallzes ln ramps and
Ilts dor the bandicapped, the
Ramphnss |ets cars be pre-
sentecl with nose pointing up
or down, with a lelt or a right
lean, Both ends high or both
low, and it's all hand-opersted
Tha ramp can be transported

to a shopping mall, golfing
event. car mect or other
vanues

Stoney, owner of Bampboss-
UsSA, holds the exclusive U5, 1=
cense o market and sell the
system Irom Australian-based
Ramphoss-Piy. Lid. The U5
branch of the company s head-
cuarterad in Commerce Town-

ship, with its manufarturing fa-
cllitles in Deartorn Heights.

A former internal communl-
cations administrator for Gen-
eral Motors Co 5ll.rI|E}' teik &
buyaul in the late 19908 and
spent lime in various johs and
business venlures before get-
ting an e-mall from Nell Senior,
who holds the world patent for
the Ramjplrzs.

“Uine day (el was sittimg at
a car dealers hig and was waii-
ing for service .. and he saw
the angle-ln ranig an the lof,
and thought he might be able
to do better,” Stoney said. “Ha
put hiz pen to paper and came
up with this design,”

Sentor spent a vear develop-
ing the Rampboss. Through a
mutuil frlend Stoney was daing
kusiness with in Australia, Se-
nior gol Stomey’s naoee as
someone in the States who
might consider markating it in

the L1.5

Steney did extensive market
research which convineed him
there was no similar product
available efoie Laklng o e
Rampbass. He demoenstrated
the Rampboss bo several deal-
ers around the area.

"Tgol a pretty posibive reac-
tion from jus) aboul every.
Priard ¥ e saic.

ﬁtqlllﬁy wiorked out Ehe I
crEse agreemEnt e YESLES s
andl launched Ramplioss-Li5A
in  August 2005, He felt en-
couraged by the pesitive re-
sponse from the dealers and
from its unvetling at the 2005
Dratrolt Autorami,

"lAutorama) was not the
Ideal wenue, bBual it gave me gen-
eral public feedback - whal
would customers ihink of this
prrosduet cas gocar dealerdhip 1o,
and almost unanimously, Lhey
were pretly lnpressed with the

product,” Stoney commented

R ploss- UEAE first VI
ramp was delivered in Augusi
HWky 1o Corvette King Les $tan-
ford Cleevrulel L Dearbdsen and
the dnltial producticn Fun was
baughl oul by three dealers in
Michigan and Flerida. The
Ramploss was displayed lasi
Febrwary at e Sational Auto-
mickhils Dedilers Assoqtlak lon
FNALAT MR Convention in Las
Vegas and ha= also been seaen
at Ford Motor Co. headguiar-
ters, the Suburban Collectlon
im Trowy, at Super Bowl XL in De-
trot and at a South Beach, Fla
nighiclub 1o display a $L00,000
Cadillac during Sports [Has-
trated magazine's 2007 Super
Bowl party.

The ecompany noew has a
heawvw-duty V2 thew alfectlon-
ately call The BOSS that can
hande heftier vehicles like the
Huinmer, jor exampla



